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§ 8321. Pest and Disease Response Fund

(a) Establishment

There is established on the books of the Treas-
ury an account to be known as the ‘‘Pest and
Disease Response Fund’’. There shall be depos-
ited into the Fund any proceeds received by the
Secretary of Agriculture as reimbursement for
services provided by the Secretary using
amounts in the Fund.

(b) Availability

Amounts in the Fund shall remain available
until expended.

(¢) Use of Fund

In implementing the Animal Health Protec-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.) and the Plant
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall have complete dis-
cretion regarding the use of amounts in the
Fund to support emergency eradication and re-
search activities in response to economic and
health threats posed by pests and diseases af-
fecting agricultural commodities.

(d) Authorization of appropriations

For each of the fiscal years 2005 through 2009,
there is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Agriculture $1,000,000 for deposit in
the Fund.

(Pub. L. 108-465, title IV, §401, Dec. 21, 2004, 118
Stat. 3886.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Animal Health Protection Act, referred to in
subsec. (¢), is subtitle E (§§10401-10418) of title X of Pub.
L. 107-171, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 494, which is classified
principally to this chapter. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 8301 of this title and Tables.

The Plant Protection Act, referred to in subsec. (c),
is title IV of Pub. L. 106-224, June 20, 2000, 114 Stat. 438,
as amended, which is classified principally to chapter
104 (§7701 et seq.) of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set
out under section 7701 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Specialty Crops
Competitiveness Act of 2004, and not as part of the Ani-
mal Health Protection Act which comprises this chap-
ter.

CHAPTER 110—ENHANCING CONTROLS ON
DANGEROUS BIOLOGICAL AGENTS AND
TOXINS

SUBCHAPTER I—-DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Sec.
8401. Regulation of certain biological agents and

toxins.
SUBCHAPTER II—INTERAGENCY COORDINATION
REGARDING OVERLAP AGENTS AND TOXINS

8411. Interagency coordination.

TITLE T—AGRICULTURE

§8401

SUBCHAPTER I—-DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

§8401. Regulation of certain biological agents
and toxins

(a) Regulatory control of certain biological
agents and toxins

(1) List of biological agents and toxins
(A) In general

The Secretary of Agriculture shall by reg-
ulation establish and maintain a list of each
biological agent and each toxin that the Sec-
retary determines has the potential to pose
a severe threat to animal or plant health, or
to animal or plant products.

(B) Criteria

In determining whether to include an
agent or toxin on the list under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall—

(i) consider—

(I) the effect of exposure to the agent
or toxin on animal or plant health, and
on the production and marketability of
animal or plant products;

(IT) the pathogenicity of the agent or
the toxicity of the toxin and the meth-
ods by which the agent or toxin is trans-
ferred to animals or plants;

(ITI) the availability and effectiveness
of pharmacotherapies and prophylaxis to
treat and prevent any illness caused by
the agent or toxin; and

(IV) any other criteria that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to protect
animal or plant health, or animal or
plant products; and

(ii) consult with appropriate Federal de-
partments and agencies and with scientific
experts representing appropriate profes-
sional groups.

(2) Biennial review

The Secretary shall review and republish the
list under paragraph (1) biennially, or more
often as needed, and shall by regulation revise
the list as necessary in accordance with such
paragraph.

(b) Regulation of transfers of listed agents and
toxins

The Secretary shall by regulation provide
for—

(1) the establishment and enforcement of
safety procedures for the transfer of listed
agents and toxins, including measures to en-
sure—

(A) proper training and appropriate skills
to handle such agents and toxins; and

(B) proper laboratory facilities to contain
and dispose of such agents and toxins;

(2) the establishment and enforcement of
safeguard and security measures to prevent
access to such agents and toxins for use in do-
mestic or international terrorism or for any
other criminal purpose;

(3) the establishment of procedures to pro-
tect animal and plant health, and animal and
plant products, in the event of a transfer or
potential transfer of such an agent or toxin in
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